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'with dense jungle, and a prey to wild beasts, terrific
cyclones, and deadly exhalations. Here land and water
still struggle for the mastery, while unbridled nature
laughs at the feeble efforts of man to tame the jarring
elements. The work of the day is swept away by the
raging night-storm, and the patient labour of years often
suddenly disappears in a chaos of widespread ruin.
Nevertheless, the Saugor Light, firmly established at the
entrance of the Hugli, shines like a beacon of future
promise that one day even this wild region will be
brought under the control of man.

The Skati, " Flooded Lowland," as the Sundarban was
formerly called, would thus be restored to its original
condition; for Mr. Eainey has shown that within a com-
paratively recent period this alluvial tract stood at a
considerably higher level than at present, and was
extensively cultivated and inhabited. All over the delta
are scattered numerous ruins of brick houses, large tanks,
and even temples and palaces, such as the Satyumbaz, a
curious structure with seventy-seven domes and " not less
than twenty-six arched doors on the four sides, which
open into a vast hall 140 feet in length by 96 in width,
or an area of 13,440 square feet." In the same locality are
the remains of many mosques, reputed to number 360, one
of which dates from the year 1459. But a great change
was caused some centuries ago by the shifting of the
Ganges eastwards to its junction with the Brahmaputra.
" The rivers in this tract since then, having no consider-
able bulk of fresh water poured into their upper channels,
have been mainly fed by the tide coming up from the
sea, which renders these streams more or less impregnated
with brine, and quite unfit for human beings to drink ""
(J. E. Eainey, Geo. Proc., 1891, p. 280).